
SCHUYLERVILLESCHOOLS.ORG

A passion for writing is beginning to grow at 
Schuylerville Elementary and Middle Schools thanks to 
a new instructional approach. During the 2016-17 school 
year, both schools fully implemented the Writing Units 
of Study authored by Lucy Calkins and her colleagues at 
the Reading and Writing Project at Columbia Teacher’s 
College. The curriculum is based on over 30 years of 
research. 

“What makes this writing curriculum unique is 
that students experience the writing process practiced 
by authors,” said Krista Senatore, Literacy Coach. “As 
a result, students gain confidence, proudly calling 
themselves authors and feel a sense of joy in writing.” 

Writer’s workshop is a mix of specific instruction, 
inquiry and independent writing that takes place 
every day, in every classroom, for every student in 
kindergarten through eighth grade. The goal is to get 
students to think of themselves as writers and engage in 
the hard work of writing. 

“My students have grown from being able to verbally 
tell a story and label their pictures at the beginning of 
the school year to actually writing stories that include 
various story elements such as when, where, who, and 

Schuylerville students 
turn writing into labor 
of love 

“Can we do writer’s workshop during recess?” 

That was a question from a third grade student in 
Grace Rathbun’s class on a sunny Friday afternoon in 
January. 

why,” said Jolene Curtis, kindergarten teacher.  

The writing units build from one grade level to the 
next and provide a variety of opportunities for students 
to choose writing topics and to develop and support their 
ideas. 

“Writer’s workshop has led to my growth as a writer,” 
said seventh-grader Joshua Fernandez. “I no longer see 
writing as a problem I have to endure, I see it as a process 
where I can eventually develop my thoughts on the page 
in a way I actually like.” 

Professional Development 
Ongoing professional development opportunities for 

teachers have greatly helped in the transition to the new 
curriculum. The district appointed Senatore as a literacy 
coach during the 2015-16 school year to aid in the rollout. 
Now, teachers collaborate with one another and with 
Senatore regularly to create curriculum calendars, plan 
and teach lessons, and analyze student writing. 

Literacy Coach Krista Senatore works with a 
kindergarten student on a lesson that involved drawing 
pictures in a blank book and labeling them to tell a story.

continued on page 2 
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Schuylerville students 
turn writing into labor 
of love 
continued from page 1 

A critical component of 
professional development is for 
teachers and the literacy coach 
to work alongside one another in 
classrooms. Senatore regularly 
pushes into classrooms to model and 
co-teach lessons. She also facilitates 
lab sites in classrooms where groups 
of teachers work together and see 
instruction in action. This on-site 
work provides opportunities for 
teachers and the literacy coach 
to problem solve, reflect and plan 
writing instruction. 

“The Teacher’s College 
curriculum masterfully differentiates 
instruction,” Senatore said. “Having 
opportunities to co-teach and work 
alongside each other in classrooms 
enables us to explore effective 
teaching practices that meet 
individual students’ needs.” 

Not only do teachers connect 
with grade level colleagues, but they 
also have opportunities to work with 
teachers at other grade levels and 
local school districts. 

“Invaluable is the amount of time 
and effort put forth by our teachers 
to learn this new curriculum while 
teaching,” said Elementary School 
Principal Gregg Barthelmas. “It shows 
how dedicated our teachers are to 
reaching each student at his or her 
level. I think this commitment has 
led to the excitement we’ve seen from 
our students this year.” 

Expanding the model 
Writer’s workshop is the latest 

component of a plan to strengthen 
the district’s reading and writing 
instruction. While it is too early 
to measure quantitative results, 
teachers and principals are already 
noticing a difference, noting that 
in the two years since the district 
began implementing the Units of 
Study, there has been a tremendous 
increase in the volume of student 
writing. At the start of this school 
year, teachers commented how their 
students entered their room ready to 
write. 

“My students are motivated to 
write more because they have a sense 
of ownership. They can choose their 
own topics in which they’re experts 
or tell a small moment story from 
their life,” said Beth Sanders, third 
grade teacher. 

Next year, another phase of the 
district’s plan will begin, which will 
tie reading and writing more tightly 
together across all content areas. A 
pilot program involving Teacher’s 
College Reading Units of Study was 
rolled out this year in third grade 
classrooms. Like writer’s workshop, 
reader’s workshop teaches students 
specific reading skills and strategies, 
differentiates instruction by ensuring 
that students read books at their 
appropriate levels, and encourages 
lots of independent reading time. 

“As students have engaged in 
reader’s workshop, their interest 
and enthusiasm for reading have 
increased tremendously compared 
to previous years’ classes,” said third 

A student in Mrs. Birge’s class works 
on writing a letter as part of the 
argument writing unit

grade teacher, Ruth Ann Thivierge. 
“With guidance, students have the 
ability to choose books that spark 
their interest. This approach allows 
me as an educator to meet with 
individual students, assess their 
growth and coach them on the skills 
they need.” 

The district is looking to expand 
reader’s workshop to other grade 
levels. 

“We wanted to start with writing 
workshop to get our teachers and 
students used to the workshop 
model,” Senatore said. “Now that 
we have a foundation in writer’s 
workshop, we are ready to expand 
the implementation of reader’s 
workshop.  We are looking forward to 
continuing to develop a school wide 
community of engaged and skilled 
readers and writers.” 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Middle School Drama Club to present 

Disney’s “Lion King Jr.” 
u March 3 & 4 

u 7 p.m. in the Schuylerville High 
School Auditorium 
u Tickets will be sold at the door: 

$5 for senior citizens and 
students; $8 for adults 
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School spirit 
shines bright 
with varsity
club 

A new club is helping to promote 
leadership, pride and sportsmanship 
at Schuylerville High School. The 
Varsity Club was created in fall 2016 
to embrace and exemplify what it 
means to be a Black Horse student-
athlete. 
“It’s a chance for athletes to finally 

have an active role in our varsity 
program, other than just on the 
athletic field,” said Emily Vallee, club 
president. 

Varsity Club is made up of two 
representatives from each varsity 
sport, club officers and two advisors. 

“Growing up, we were all used to 
adults taking care of the fundraising 
and now that it lies on us, it’s a great 
learning experience,” said Carson 
Dunkel, club vice president. 

Varsity Club uses the money 
earned through fundraisers, such 
as concession stand profits, to help 
provide special touches to each 
athletic season. 

“We have been able to buy 
flowers for senior nights, senior 
gifts, pay for meals for athletes at 
the championship level, and help out 
with other expenses to teams,” said 
Shannon Vallee, club advisor. 

Varsity Club not only focuses 

Schuylerville High School Varsity Club members showing their school spirit

on Schuylerville athletics, it helps 
strengthen the bond between the 
school and the community. In 
October, the club donated $450 to the 
Holy Trinity football program after 
the team’s fieldhouse was destroyed 
in a fire just one day before the team’s 
first playoff game. In November, 
a $500 donation was made to an 
athlete’s family that was stricken by 
cancer. 

“The student-athletes in this club 
are role models both on and off the 
field,” said Heath Morris, club advisor. 
“We are very proud of what the club 
has accomplished in its first year.” 

Varsity Club is now busy working 
on several events for the spring. 

“The addition of Varsity Club 
has been a tremendous help to 
the athletic department,” Athletic 
Director John Bowen said. “The 
club has helped with senior nights, 
awards, fan participation, and much 
more. I can’t wait to see what they 
have planned for future seasons.” 

Have you 
downloaded the 

district app? 

u Calendar of events you can 
sync to your phone 

u Notifications 
u News stories 
u Lunch menus 
u Sports scores & schedules 
u School announcements 

Free to download! 
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Keeping kids safe 
online in school and at 
home 

When it comes to technology, the Schuylerville 
Central School District is offering its students more 
opportunities than ever before. While the district works 
to educate students about the importance of Internet 
safety, it’s often a concern of parents, teachers and 
administrators when a student is using a personal 
device. 

“When a student connects to the district’s “Student 
WiFi” network, regardless of the device, websites are 
filtered based on their network account and social 
media sites are blocked,” said Eric Blakely, Director of 
Technology. “When district provided devices are used 
at home, the same filtering rules apply. Students must 
log-in with their network account to access the Internet 
wherever they are using the device.” 

Digital Citizenship 
As the district continues to increase the integration 

of technology in the classroom with its roll out of 
its one-to-one iPad initiative, students at all three 
schools have begun learning about digital citizenship 
from Technology Integration Specialist Laurie Guyon. 
Students are learning about the safe and responsible 
use of technology, including how to protect their online 
privacy, how to create a positive digital footprint and 
how to prevent cyberbullying. 

“We are trying to educate our students early and often 
about the safe ways to use technology,” Guyon said. “Our 
hope is that students will take what they learn in class 
and apply it both at school on their iPads and at home on 
their personal devices.” 

Apps to put parents in control 
According to a 2016 study by the Pew Research 

Center, 76-percent of teenagers ages 13 to 17 own a 
smartphone, and 84-percent reported going online at 

least occasionally using a smartphone, tablet or other 
mobile handheld device. As these devices become more 
prominent in the lives of teens, many parents are now 
faced with the challenge of how to effectively monitor 
their child’s behavior and interactions online. 

Monitor online activities 

There are now a number of apps available to iPhone 
and Android users that enable parents to track their 
child’s web history, texts, phone calls, and even their 
location. 

} Net Nanny allows parents to track, monitor and set 
up alerts based on their child’s Internet activity. A parent 
can choose specific websites to block, or choose a type 
of website to block, such as dating websites, or those 
that feature nudity or drugs. Net Nanny is an annual 
subscription that can handle multiple devices. Find out 
more information at netnanny.com. 

} SecureTeen allows parents to monitor their 
child’s online activities and filter mature content, block 
unwanted applications and receive updates on their 
child’s social media activity. SecureTeen is an annual 
subscription that can handle multiple devices. Find out 
more information at SecureTeen.com. 

Limit screen time 

Another app is giving parents the power to limit 
when their child is using his or her phone. TeenSafe, 
an app downloaded by more than one million parents 
in the United States, is allowing parents to pause their 
child’s phone during times when they should not be 

continued on page 5 
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Keeping kids safe 
online in school and at 
home 
continued from page 4 
using it, such as while driving or 
at school. When a child’s phone is 
paused it appears to be locked. The 
app also allows parents to schedule 
restrictions on phone and app usage 
around certain activities, such as 
homework, dinner and bedtime. 
TeenSafe is a monthly subscription 
that can handle multiple devices. 
Visit TeenSafe.com for more 
information. 

A balance of privacy 

More and more parents are asking 
themselves whether or not they 
should start going through their kids’ 

online activity, and there’s no cut-
and-dried answer. The Internet has 
created an unclear line in terms of 
the boundaries around kids’ privacy 
and parenting. The chief executive 
of TeenSafe, Rawdon Messenger, 
says that while every situation is 
unique and it’s important to trust 
your children, he believes privacy is 
trumped by safety. 

“You need to look at your child’s 
digital life in the same way that you 
look at their physical life,” Messenger 
said. “It’s about open communication. 
We promote that the parents 
should tell the child if they plan on 
monitoring their device, but in the 
end, parents have a legal right to 
monitor their children under the age 
of 18 if they pay the phone bill.” 

Tracking apps 
Net Nanny
Track, monitor and set 
up alerts based on your
child’s Internet activity. 
SecureTeen 
Monitor your child’s 
online activities and 
filter mature content. 
Block unwanted 

applications and receive 
updates on your child’s social 
media activity. 

TeenSafe 
Track text messages 
and calls, pinpoint 
your child’s exact GPS 
location instantly and 

set restrictions or pause your
child’s phone. 



Students help build home for two local families 
Schuylerville High School 

students in Beth Roberts’ class took 
some time away from campus on Jan. 
19 to help build a duplex house for 
two families in Saratoga. The class 
teamed up with Habitat for Humanity 
of Northern Saratoga, Warren and 
Washington Counties to put up sheet 
rock, drill screws into the walls, and 
help out wherever help was needed. 

“The student volunteers are 
getting real life skills,” said Andrew 
Feldman, Executive Director of the 
local branch of Habitat for Humanity. 
“We’re exposing them to some job 
opportunities they will have once 
they graduate from school.” 

The student volunteers all agreed 
that it was a lot of work, but said they 

Students in Beth Roberts’ class pose for a photo before getting to work on the 
construction of a duplex on Cherry St. in Saratoga.

were happy to help. “I feel good,” said Ethan Burch. 
“Not that many people have nice “It’s great, we get to help out 
homes like this.” people who don’t have homes,” said 

Andrew Papura. 
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Two Schuylerville students on their 
first day of kindergarten.
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Schuylerville kindergarten registration for 
2017-18 school year 

Open enrollment for Kindergarten 
Registration is now in progress for 
any child entering kindergarten at 
Schuylerville Elementary School 
in fall 2017. Children must turn five 
years old on or before Dec. 1, 2017 to 
start kindergarten in September 2017. 
If your child is eligible, here are some 
important steps to the process: 

} Please complete the pre-
registration form. Final registration 
is completed in person March 8-10 
and takes approximately 10-15 
minutes per student. Once you have 
completed the online form, someone 
from the office will contact you to 
schedule your appointment. Note: if 
you do not have access to a computer, 
an appointment can be made for you 
to come in and complete the required 
forms. Please contact Jenn Tompkins 
at 695-3255, ext. 1224. 

} Please review the required 
document checklist (available at 
schuylervilleschools.org) and bring 
all necessary documents to your 
registration appointment. 

} Once registration is complete, 
arrangements will be made to 
schedule a screening appointment 
for either Thursday, March 23 or 
Friday, March 24. To ensure your 
child screens during this period, 
registration must be completed by 
March 17. 

} A Kindergarten Parent Orientation 
night will be held on Thursday, March 
16 at 6:30 p.m. in the elementary 
school cafeteria. This program is for 
parents and guardians only. It will 
explain the screening process, talk 
about expectations for the children 
coming into kindergarten, describe 
Schuylerville’s kindergarten program, 
and answer questions. 
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Middle school FBLA 
donates 1,600 items to 

local food pantry 

Schuylerville Middle School 
students teamed up to donate more 
than 1,600 items to the Schuylerville 
Area Food and Emergency Relief 
(SAFER) on Friday, Jan. 13. It was all 
part of the Future Business Leaders 
of America (FBLA) club’s annual 
food drive challenge, which ran the 
month of December. 

This year, students were 
encouraged to form teams of up 
to eight friends in grades 6, 7, and 
8. The top team, the Corny Kids, 
which included sixth-graders Lucas 
Fitzgerald and Bailee Seymour, 
donated 673 items. 




