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NEWS AND INFORMATION - BUDGET VOTE

No tax levy increase in proposed 2017-18 budget
District looks to keep tax levy flat for second consecutive year

S

chuylerville residents will
go to the polls on Tuesday,
May 16, to vote on a proposed $34.8
million budget for the 2017-18
school year. The proposed budget
calls for a 2.10 percent spending
increase and an estimated tax levy
increase of zero percent for the
second consecutive year, which is
below the district’s calculated tax
levy cap of 2.13 percent. Tax rates
for individual properties will be
determined over the summer once
equalization rates and assessments
are available for the district’s seven
towns.
As part of the May 16 vote,
residents will also select two Board
of Education members, consider
two propositions and vote in the
Schuylerville Public Library Board
of Trustees election.
“We feel we have delivered
a budget that maintains and
improves opportunities for our
students while being mindful of
the impact on taxpayers,” said
Jack Macica, Board of Education
President.

Budget highlights
Schuylerville’s budget proposal
maintains current programs and

services and includes funding
to continue its investment in
literacy and technology. Under the
proposed budget, Literacy Coach
Krista Senatore and Technology
Integration Specialist Laurie Guyon
will remain in their current roles
for the 2017-18 school year.

What does a literacy coach do?
During the 2016-17 school year,
Senatore led the rollout of a new
writing curriculum that includes
the implementation of writer’s
workshop. Writer’s workshop is a
mix of specific instruction, inquiry
and independent writing that
takes place every day, in every
classroom, for every student in
kindergarten through eighth grade.
“Our goal is to get students to
think of themselves as writers
and engage in the hard work of
writing,” said Elementary School
Principal Gregg Barthelmas. “The
collaboration between Krista and
our teachers has been tremendous.
Not only have we seen an increase
in the volume of student writing,
but we’ve seen an increase in the
number of students eager to write.”
In the 2017-18 year, Senatore will
lead the next phase of the district’s



At a glance

 PROPOSED BUDGET
$34,849,537

 BUDGET INCREASE
2.10 percent

 TAX LEVY INCREASE

0 percent, which is below the
district’s maximum allowable
tax levy increase of 2.132
percent

 ALSO ON THE BALLOT
} District Board of Education
election
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} Proposition for Schuylerville
Public Library budget
} Schuylerville Public Library
Board of Trustees election
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More information available at
www.schuylervilleschools.org,
or download the district app
for the latest notifications:
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plan, reader’s workshop, which will
tie reading and writing more tightly
together across all content areas.
Like writer’s workshop, reader’s
workshop teaches students specific
reading skills and strategies,
differentiates instruction by
ensuring that students read books
at their appropriate levels and
encourages lots of independent
reading time.

curriculum and teaching strategies
to integrate technology in
classrooms throughout the district.

will be issued an iPad to use for
schoolwork both in class and at
home.

“We rely heavily on Laurie to
work side-by-side with teachers to
answer questions as we continue
the expansion of our iPad program
and develop technology-enhanced
instruction,” said James Ducharme,
assistant principal for Schuylerville
Middle and High Schools.

What does a technology
integration specialist do?

In the 2016-17 school year, the
one-to-one iPad program expanded
to reach all students in grades 3-9.
By 2019, all students in grades 3-12

"We feel it is important to have
someone who has experience
utilizing this technology in the
classroom available to support
our teachers,” Ducharme said.
“Everyone is at a different level and
for them to have someone to go to,
whether it be a question on coding,
digital citizenship, or Google
Classroom, is invaluable.”

During the 2016-17 school year,
Guyon helped identify software,

Where does the money come from?

State and Federal Aid

} State & Federal Aid: 43.2 %
} Fund Balance & Other Local
Revenue: 8%
} Local Property Taxes: 48.8%

Interest, After
School Program,
Athletic Events,
Refunds, Fund
Balance and
Reserves
Local Property Taxes

Projected Revenues
2016-17 Budget

Proposed
2017-18 Budget

Difference

Local Property Taxes

$16,971,587

$16,971,587

$0

State Aid

$16,182,273

$16,263,182

$80,909

Interest Earnings, Tax Penalties,
Medicaid Reimbursements

$177,000

$158,000

-$19,000

Misc. Charges for Services

$176,000

$259,000

$83,000

Appropriated Reserves

$625,000

$1,197,768

$572,768

$34,131,860

$34,849,537

$717,677

Income Sources

TOTAL REVENUES
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How is the money spent?
For every dollar Schuylerville CSD spends....
Debt
10%

u 67 cents will go directly to classroom
instruction
u 10 cents will go to debt service

Extracurricular and
Athletic Programs
2%
Transportation
4%

Buildings & Grounds
8%

u 8 cents will go to buildings and
grounds

Administration
5%

u 5 cents will go to administrative
u 4 cents will go to supporting
instructional activities
u 4 cents will go to transporting
students to and from school and
school-related activities

Instructional Support
4%

u 2 cents will go to extracurricular and
athletic programs for students

Classroom Instruction
67%

Projected Expenditures
2016-17 Budget

Proposed
2017-18 Budget

Difference

Salaries

$14,796,660

$15,102,539

$305,879

Benefits

$10,372,692

$10,379,233

$6,541

$2,855,919

$2,739,658

-$116,261

Supplies

$858,445

$908,545

$50,100

Contractual Costs

$882,050

$791,268

-$90,782

$3,064,294

$3,601,294

$537,000

$56,300

$150,300

$94,000

Utilities

$635,500

$581,700

-$53,800

Insurance

$167,500

$167,500

$0

Tuition, ESY

$278,000

$278,000

$0

Textbooks, Library, Software

$129,500

$129,500

$0

Transfer to Other Funds

$35,000

$20,000

-$15,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$34,131,860
3

$34,849,537

Budget Category

BOCES Services

Debt Service
Equipment

$717,677

SCHUYLERVILLESCHOOLS.ORG

NEWS AND INFORMATION - BUDGET VOTE					

SCHUYLERVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Voters to decide on leasing school buses
In addition to considering
the proposed 2017-18 school
budget, voters will also consider
a proposition that would allow
the Schuylerville Central School
District to continue leasing
its school buses, rather than
purchasing them. If approved, the
district would enter a five-year
lease, separate from the 2016-17
lease approved last May, and the
district would complete its twoyear plan of replacing all currently
owned buses with new ones..
“Our first year of leasing buses
has been great," said Chuck Barss,
head mechanic for the district. "We
are able to stay current with new
engine emission standards and
upgrade to better equipped buses
with the newest safety standards,
while keeping costs to a minimum."

Year two of leasing plan

The district proposes leasing
nine 65 passenger buses; two
28 passenger buses; and two 22
wheelchair accessible passenger
buses for the 2017-18 school year.
“Leasing our school buses has
already reduced our maintenance
and fuel costs,” Barss said. “With
the new buses, any issues that
may come up are covered under
warranty and the new buses are
getting better fuel economy than
the buses they replaced.”
The total proposition amount is
$1,042,750, which reflects the cost

Elementary School students pose for a photo as they wait to get off the bus

of the five year term. The total cost
to taxpayers would be less than if
the district purchased two to four
vehicles a year.
“The difference is the state
transportation aid,” Chrisman said.
“The aid is paid each year of a lease
payment whereas a purchase is
paid over five years.”

Why does the
proposition say
$1,042,750?
The $1,042,750 proposition
voters will decide as part of the
May 16 vote represents the total
cost of a five-year lease without
transportation aid factored in.
The actual cost would be about
$61,845 each year, or $309,225
total for a five-year lease.

Impact to the budget
Year 1 Lease
(12 buses)

$184, 300

Year 2 Lease
(13 buses)

$206,150

Total Lease
(25 buses)

$390, 450

State Aid on
Lease

-$274,876

Net to Budget
for leasing 25
buses

$115, 574

Leasing vs. Purchasing
Cost to
purchase 1 bus

$125,000

Transportation -$17,600
Aid (70.4%) over
5 years
Net to Budget
for purchasing
EACH bus

$107,400

Voters to elect two Board of Education members
On Tuesday, May 16, voters will
elect two people to the district’s
Board of Education. The candidate
with the highest number of votes
will fulfill a five year term beginning
on July 1, 2017 and expiring on June
30, 2022. The candidate with the
second highest number of votes will

fill the unexpired term of Rebecca
King, who resigned therefrom,
beginning May 17, 2017 or as soon
thereafter as the individual may
be sworn in, and expiring on June
30, 2019. The three candidates are
listed here in the order they will
appear on the ballot.
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} Stanley Barber
} Michael Bodnar
} Veronica Wood
Profiles of each candidate will
be posted on the district website
(www.schuylervilleschools.org).
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Public Library proposition, election also part of May 16 vote
As part of the May 16 vote,
residents will vote on a proposition
for the Schuylerville Public Library.
By law, the district must offer the
library proposition. However, the
library expenditures are not part
of the district’s operating budget.
Residents will also vote in the
Board of Trustees election for the
Schuylerville Public Library.
Proposition: Schuylerville Public
Library budget appropriation
Voters will determine if the
Schuylerville Public Library
can increase its annual budget
appropriation to $340,000, which
would allow for expanded hours
and services. According to library
officials, this increase is part of a
community generated long-range

plan to expand the opportunities
at the library, including computer
literacy courses, additional
library materials, and community
outreach. This cost is not part of
the school district’s budget, and the
district does not participate in the
development of the public library
budget. If approved, taxes raised to
fund this appropriation would be
spread among all taxable properties
in the district.
Schuylerville Public Library Board
of Trustees election
The Schuylerville Public Library is
holding elections for three seats on
its Board of Trustees. Candidates
for the positions will be named
by the library before the election
is held. The two candidates who

Schuylerville Public Library after its
2016 renovation

receive the highest total number
of votes cast in their favor shall
each fill a three-year term ending in
2020. The candidate who receives
the third-highest total number of
votes cast in his or her favor shall
fill the balance of a term ending in
2018 created by the resignation of
Trustee Deanne Johnson.

District works on design plans for $24.7 million
capital project
The Schuylerville Central
School District is currently in the
design phase of a $24.7 million
capital project that voters approved
in December. The project will
include renovations and updates
at all three schools, as well as the
administration building and bus
garage. The project is set to fix
structural issues, increase school
safety and security, and modernize
facilities to help educators better
prepare students for their futures –
including 21st-century careers.
“We are grateful to the
community for its continued
support of the school district,” said
Superintendent Dr. Ryan Sherman.
“This project will give us the tools
and space to help us better prepare
our students for the modern
economy.”
During the months of December
and January, the district’s team
met with all stakeholders involved

in the new space construction to
obtain input on how classrooms
and facilities should be designed to
best fit the instructional needs of
students.
Schuylerville’s architecture
firm, SEI Design Group, is currently
completing the schematic designs
with final plans to be submitted
for State Education Department
review by August 2017. The district
anticipates final approval of plans
by January 2018, and aims to start
construction beginning May 2018.
The anticipated completion for all
phases of construction is estimated
to be September 2020.
Smart Schools Investment Plan
In addition, the district is
patiently awaiting final approval
on its Smart Schools Investment
Plan. The district is receiving $1.3
million dollars from the Smart
Bonds approved by New York State
residents in November 2014. This
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Schematic design of Schuylerville
High School addition

plan will allow the district to install
new security features, technology
upgrades , and replace outdated
classroom technology. This work
will commence immediately upon
approval of the funds. These funds
have no impact on the budget.

District Team
} Dr. Ryan Sherman,
Superintendent
} Peter Riggi,
Director of Buildings &
Grounds
} Marian Chrisman,
Business Manager
} Matthew Monahan,
SEI Design Group Architect
} William McMordie,
Saratoga Project Management
} Paul Irish,
Construction Manager
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What is the return on taxpayers’ investment in Schuylerville schools?
At a proposed $34.8 million
spending plan for next year, the
school budget is the biggest
investment the community makes
with its tax dollars. The following
student and staff achievements are
just a sample of the return on this
community investment.

Academics

} Schuylerville’s 2016 graduation
rate of 95 percent tied for the secondhighest among schools in the tencounty Greater Capital Region that
graduated 30 or more students.
} The district earned a spot on the
seventh annual AP District Honor
Roll, which recognizes districts
for increasing access to Advanced
Placement (AP) course work while
maintaining or increasing the
percentage of students earning
scores of three or higher on AP
exams.
} More than four dozen students
were inducted into the National
Honor and National Junior Honor
Societies in 2017.
} A fourth grade team took first
place at the sixth annual Battle of the
Books, a competition that encourages
students to read.

“Once on This Island” in November.
} The middle school drama club
performed Disney’s “Lion King Jr.” in
front of a sell-out crowd.

} Fifteen Schuylerville High School
students were chosen to have their
writing and artwork published in
the 31st edition of WSWHE BOCES’
“Talent Unlimited.”
} More than two dozen students in
grades 5 through 8 took part in the
2017 New York State School Music
Association (NYSSMA) Solo Festival
in March.
} Nine high school band and chorus
students were invited to perform at
the Area All-State Music Festival in
November.

Arts
} Two Schuylerville High School
sophomores were selected to attend
the prestigious 2017 New England
Young Writers’ Conference at
Middlebury College in Vermont.
} The high school drama club
impressed with its performance of

Athletics & Extracurriculars

} Junior Orion Anderson earned his
second wrestling state championship
in February and was named
Most Outstanding Wrestler of the
tournament.
} Five FFA members represented
Schuylerville at the 89th National
FFA Convention in Indianapolis in
October.
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} Freshman Hannah Klingebiel
placed fourth in the Slalom event at
the alpine skiing state championship
in February.
} The high school robotics club
advanced to the 2017 FIRST Robotics
Championship in St. Louis after
finishing second at the regional
competition in March.

Making a Difference
} Elementary school students
donated 3,650 items to SAFER as
part of their 100 days of school
celebration.
} Middle school students donated
more than 1,600 items to SAFER as
part of the FBLA club’s annual food
drive challenge in December.
} High School students in Beth
Roberts’ class teamed up with Habitat
for Humanity in January to help build
a duplex house for two families in
Saratoga.
} 50 elementary school students
raised $4,300 for the Albany Ronald
McDonald House as part of the Read
for Ronald McDonald House Program.
SCHUYLERVILLESCHOOLS.ORG
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Schuylerville

Board of Education
Jack Macica, President
Robert Thivierge, Vice
President
Frank Nesbitt, Legislative
Liaison
Louis Maggiore, Audit
Committee Chairperson
Stan Barber
Mike Booth
Veronica Wood
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Tuesday, May 16, 2017, 12-9 p.m., Administration Building
Monday, May 8, 2017, 6 p.m., Administration Building

2017 Budget Vote Information
Who is eligible to vote?
To be eligible to vote, a person must
be 18 years old, a resident of the
district for at least 30 days prior to
the vote and a U.S. citizen.
When and where is the vote?
Tuesday, May 16, 2017 from 12-9
p.m. in the District Administration
Building, 14 Spring St.
What will I be voting on?
Residents are voting on the
proposed budget for the 201718 school year, a proposition to
lease buses, a proposition for the
Schuylerville Public Library, and
candidates to fill two seats on the
Board of Education and three seats
on the library’s Board of Trustees.
Turn to page 4 & 5 for details on
each of the ballot propositions and
the elections.
Is the district using fund balance to
help balance the budget?
Yes. Schuylerville will be using
funds from several reserves to

offset expenditures and keep the
tax levy flat.
What if the proposed budget is
voted down?
The Board of Education has the
option of putting another budget
(revised or not) up for a vote in
June or immediately adopting
a contingent budget. After two
unsuccessful votes, a district must
adopt a contingent budget. Since
the district’s proposed budget
currently carries a tax levy increase
of zero percent, deliberations would
center around removing equipment
line items and shifting amounts to
other expenses.
Can I vote by absentee ballot?
If you would like an application for
an absentee ballot, please call the
Superintendent’s Office at 695-3255,
extension 3242. Absentee ballots
must be submitted to the district
office by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, May 16.

A Schuylerville Elementary School
second-grader votes in a mock
presidential election in November.

How can I get more information
about the budget proposal?
If you’d like more details, please
call the Superintendent’s Office
at 695-3255, extension 3242
or see the district website
(schuylervilleschools.org).
Additionally, the district’s plainlanguage budget and the School
Report Card are available at the
district office located at 14 Spring
Street, Schuylerville.

