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“The goal is to bring science back,” said Elementary 
School Principal Gregg Barthelmas. “In our effort to keep 
up with evolving ELA and math standards, science has 
suffered. The new lab is helping us engage our students 
and get them excited about science.”

Students in kindergarten through fifth grade visit the 
science lab as part of their special area class rotation. 
During the class period, former fifth grade teacher Stacy 
Parker introduces new concepts, from pushes and pulls 
to atoms and molecules, through a hands-on approach. 
Classroom teachers are then able to reinforce the topics 
in class. 

“I think it’s really important that this class has been 
made for kids to experience the science,” Parker said. 
“Students are showing up to class eager to see what 
activity we’re doing that day and they’re retaining the 
information from week to week.”  

In the fall, students built molecules out of 
marshmallows and toothpicks, experimented with the 

Science lab sparks 
excitement at 
Schuylerville 
Elementary School

A new science lab at Schuylerville Elementary School 
has students stepping out of their textbooks and into 
experiments. In fall 2017, the district created a science 
classroom, where students receive hands-on scientific 
instruction that meets new state standards, adopted by 
the Board of Regents in December 2016. different states of matter through popping balloons, and 

learned about force through tug-of-war.

“I love science day because we do a lot of crafts,” said 
fifth-grader Abigail Kyne. “Instead of just sitting and 
listening or reading a textbook, we can do stuff that’s fun 
and also learn things.”

“You get to experience something that you don’t 
know and that you’ve never learned,” said third-grader 
Emmi Shaw. 

Parker says she’s heard positive feedback from both 
teachers and parents. She credits the lab approach with 
sparking curiosity and enthusiasm. 

“The students just love getting wet and dirty, 
touching and manipulating,” Parker said. “It’s a lot 
different than just a textbook and reading. It’s that 
hands-on experience and they’re excited about it. There’s 
yelling and there’s screaming. It’s alive in here!”

Second-graders experiment with different states of 
matter through popping balloons. 

Check out a video of the new lab at 
schuylervilleschools.org/video-archives
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SAVE THE DATE: 
Schuylerville Drama Clubs to present 

‘Les Misérables: School Edition’
u March 1, 2 & 3

u     7 p.m. in the Schuylerville High  
School Auditorium 
u Tickets will be sold at the door:

 $6 for senior citizens and  
 students; $9 for adults

Schuylerville 
drama clubs 
combine to 
present ‘Les 
Misérables’ in 
March

Schuylerville’s High School 
and Middle School drama clubs are 
teaming up to present a production 
that has been seen on stages and in 
theaters all over the world. 

“I am truly excited and honored 
to be a part of the production of ‘Les 
Misérables’ this year,” said Grace 
Beaulac, a senior playing the part of 
Cosette. “It is a larger production than 
Ms. Leight and the drama department 
has ever tackled and there is an 
incredible amount of talent involved 
in the production, in both the cast 
and the crew.”

Nearly 90 students in grades 6-12 
are part of the cast, with 30 additional 
students working on sets, lighting, 
sound and ushering. The production’s 
size and complexity required the 
drama clubs to combine efforts and 
begin rehearsals five months before 
the upcoming March show dates.

“It’s challenging because of the 
different grade levels, but it’s one of 
my favorite things to do,” Director 
Jodi Leight said. “The younger 
students learn so much from our 

older, more experienced students.”

“Most of us have grown up with 
each other and the program,” said 
Lily LaBounty, a junior who plays the 
role of Enjolras. “With the addition of 
the middle schoolers, it’s almost like 
a whole other experience. Knowing 
that there are kids around you 
looking up to you and being their role 
models, it’s a really great feeling.”

The musical, which is based 
on the novel by Victor Hugo, tells 
the story of Jean Valjean, a French 
criminal jailed for nearly two decades 
for stealing a loaf of bread for his 
sister’s starving child.

“He’s a misunderstood man who 
is trying to fix his wrong-doings 
in the past,” said Asa Dupras, a 
freshman playing the lead role. “The 
character is so layered and so full of 
complexity, but yet so lovable, and I 
think everyone in the audience will 
relate to him on an emotional level in 
some way.”

Preparations for the production 
began last spring with behind the 
scenes work and planning. Co-
director Ivy Rechak designed all of 
the sets herself and worked with 
parents and community businesses 
to get the materials to build 
everything. 

“Ms. Rechak is a superwoman. 
There is nothing she can’t make 
happen,” Leight said. “When you see 
the sets, you will be in awe.”

“The sets and props are what 
really bring the show to life,” Beaulac 
said. “This production wouldn’t be 

possible without Ms. Rechak and the 
fabulous crew.”

While the cast still has months of 
rehearsals ahead of them, they agree 
they have come a long way since 
October.

“My favorite moment was when 
the cast had learned the final song 
in the show and sang their hearts 
out on it,” Leight said. “Myself, along 
with my assistant music director, 
Mrs. Bacon, had tears in our eyes. We 
are so very proud of how hard our 
students are working and how great 
they sound together!”

The drama clubs will present 
three showings of ‘Les Misérables: 
School Edition’ on March 1, 
March 2 and March 3 at 7 p.m. 
in the Schuylerville High School 
Auditorium. Tickets will be $9.00 for 
adults and $6.00 for senior citizens 
and students.

“This show should not be missed,” 
Dupras said. “The cast is so talented 
and this show will be one for the 
history books here at Schuylerville. 
The music is so brilliantly written 
and I’m so excited for everyone to 
hear and experience it.”
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District capital 
project update

The Schuylerville Central 
School District is currently awaiting 
state approval of a $24.7 million 
capital project that voters approved 
in December 2016. The district 
submitted its design plans on Sept. 
1, 2017, however districts across the 
state may be waiting 32 to 34 weeks 
for the New York State Education 
Department to review their plans. 
For Schuylerville, delays in the state 
approval process may push bidding 
back until October 2018.

Due to the lengthy review process, 
the district decided to pull out the 
boiler replacement and roof repairs 
as separate projects, which were 
submitted for expedited review. Both 
projects were approved this fall and 
bidding will begin later this winter. 
Work will commence in spring 2018.

During the normal course of 
design and cost-estimating, several 
alternative design and construction 
options have been evaluated 
across the project to allow for the 
possibility of higher than anticipated 
construction costs. As part of this 
approach, the elementary school four 
classroom addition and sitework has 
been selected to be an Add Alternate 
during the bidding process. The final 
decision will be analyzed after the 
bids are received/opened and the 
final costs can be evaluated. A careful 

analysis has been done to assure 
that renovation of existing spaces (in 
place of adding new classrooms) in 
the elementary school and utilization 
of existing middle school classrooms 
currently housed in the elementary 
school (once the middle school 
addition is completed) will meet 
all programmatic and educational 
interests of our students for either 
option.

At this point, all other aspects 
of the K-12 projects are progressing 
as planned. The project will include 
renovations and updates at all three 
schools, as well as the administration 
building and bus garage. The project 
is set to fix infrastructure issues, 
increase school safety and security, 
and modernize facilities to help 
educators better prepare students for 
their futures – including 21st-century 
careers.

Please be advised that everything 
remains tentative as the district 
continues to analyze and evaluate. 
Final determinations will be made 
once bid prices are opened on in late 
2018. More information will become 

Schematic design of Schuylerville Middle School addition

Have you  
downloaded the  

district app?

u Calendar of events you can 
sync to your phone

u Notifications
u News stories
u Lunch menus
u Sports scores & schedules
u School announcements

Free to download!

available once the district has 
approval from the state.
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Reader’s Workshop 
builds community of 
engaged readers 

“Reading drifts me into a land where it’s not real, but 
it feels real,” said fourth-grader Brody Janik. 

During the 2017-18 school year, grades 3-5 fully 
implemented the Reading Units of Study, authored by 
Lucy Calkins and her colleagues at the Reading and Writ-
ing Project at Columbia Teacher’s College. The rollout 
includes the addition of Reader’s Workshop.

“Reader’s Workshop helps to foster a love of reading 
and gives students the opportunity to practice reading 
strategies independently and with guidance,” said Krista 
Senatore, Literacy Coach. “The workshop model allows 
teachers to differentiate and meet the needs of all of 
their students.”  

Reader’s Workshop is made up of a mini-lesson, inde-
pendent reading time and share time. During the mini-
lesson, the teacher demonstrates a strategy. Students 
then have time to practice the strategy independently 
while the teacher conferences independently and with 
small groups of students. At the end of Reader’s Work-
shop, students get together with a partner, or group, and 
share the work they’ve done that day. 

 “We’re teaching kids to think like readers,” said Beth 
Sanders, third grade teacher. “The students are select-
ing books that are on their level, they’re building their 
comprehension, and they’re working cooperatively to 
talk about the books they’re reading and to motivate each 
other.”

Classroom libraries 
The rollout of Reader’s Workshop has Schuylerville 

Elementary School students reading more now than 
ever before. Sanders says her third grade students read 
almost a half hour each day during class and she assigns 
a half hour of reading each night for homework. School 

librarian Maria Weeks says having a well-stocked library 
is essential to the program.

“With the implementation of Reader’s Workshop, 
we’ve not only seen a tremendous increase in the num-
ber of books being checked out of the library, but more 
kids are actually reading more of the books they check 
out,” Weeks said.

According to Weeks, last year’s fourth grade students 
checked out 1,098 books from September to December. 
This year’s class has checked out 1,377 in the same time 
period.

To help support Reader’s Workshop, the district pur-
chased complete classroom libraries over the summer 
for grades two through five. The libraries were developed 
by the Reading and Writing Project at Columbia Teacher’s 
College. 

“A large part of Reader’s Workshop is teaching 
students how to choose books at their level, so having a 
variety of books at various levels within the classroom is 
crucial for that work,” Senatore said.

Building off success 
Reader’s workshop is the latest component of a plan 

to strengthen the district’s reading and writing instruc-
tion. In the 2016-17 school year, Schuylerville Elementary 
and Middle Schools fully implemented the Teacher’s 
College Writing Units of Study. Like Reader’s Workshop, 
Writer’s Workshop teaches students specific writing 
skills and strategies, differentiates instruction, and en-
courages lots of independent writing time. 

“The workshops complement each other and have 

Schuylerville Elementary School students are eager 
to read, thanks in part to a new instructional approach. 

continued on page 5

Students in Mrs. Reeves’ second grade class select books to 
read from their new classroom library.
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changed the learning environment in 
the classroom,” said Ruth Anne Thiv-
ierge, third grade teacher. “Students 
have become empowered through 
this model of instruction. They have 
choice and learning is authentic.”

The district plans to fully imple-
ment the reading curriculum for 
grades K-2 in the 2018-19 school year.

“The reaction we have received 
from students and parents is very 
positive,” said Emily Penniman, fifth 
grade teacher. “Students love that 
they have a choice in what they are 
reading, and parents like that the 
kids are reading more frequently.” 

“I like how they read with other 
students on the same reading level 
and then discuss their thoughts and 
ideas,” said Christine Otto, fourth 
grade parent. “It promotes indepen-
dence and confidence.”

Penniman says her students are 
excited to read, and look for every 

District names new high school assistant principal
The Schuylerville Central School 

District is welcoming Sarah Johnson 
as its new high school assistant 
principal. Johnson was appointed 
by the Board of Education at its 
November meeting. She will begin on 
April 9, 2018.

“I am honored and very excited 
to join the Schuylerville community,” 
Johnson said. “The goals of the 
district match my own goals and I 
feel my areas of expertise will be an 
asset to the students and staff at the 
high school.”

In her previous position, Johnson 
was a Special Education Academic 
Administrator at Shenendehowa 
Central School District. She chaired 
district-level CSE meetings, 
supervised and completed 
evaluations of middle school 
special education teachers and 
provided professional development 
for special education and general 

education teachers. Johnson led 
the Middle School Response to 
Intervention team, was responsible 
for analyzing data points for all 
students with special needs in grades 
6-8, and tasked with creating a 
comprehensive improvement plan for 
the special education department.

Prior to becoming an 
administrator, Johnson had a diverse 
range of teaching and leadership 
experiences. She was a ninth 
grade special education teacher at 
Shenendehowa, spent time as an 
intervention and data coordinator 
at Brighter Choice Charter Middle 
School for Girls in Albany and served 
as a learning specialist at a high-
achieving public middle school in 
California.

Johnson earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Human Development 
from Cornell University, a Master of 
Education/Special Education degree 

from Sonoma State University and 
a Certificate of Advanced Study in 
Educational Leadership from the 
College of Saint Rose.

“My goal and passion as an 
educator and leader has been 
increasingly to advocate for 
collaboration, program alignment 
and shared best practices among 
all staff members at my school,” 
Johnson said. “I am looking forward 
to working collaboratively with 
Schuylerville students, parents, staff 
and the administrative team to help 
further student achievement and the 
district’s mission.”

Reader’s Workshop 
builds community of 
engaged readers 

opportunity to sit down with their 
books. On a recent field trip, she says 
many of her students brought their 
books to read on the bus.

“I have actually found various 
books hidden around my classroom 
because kids are afraid someone else 
may take it and read it before they are 
able to finish it.”

“I really like that it’s not about 
how far you get, or how hard it is,” 
said fifth-grader Olivia Crowley. “It 
is about picking a good book that is 
the right level for you and that you’re 
reading and having fun with it.”

continued from page 4
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A Schuylerville student on her first 
day of kindergarten.
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Schuylerville kindergarten registration for 
2018-19 school year

Open enrollment for Kindergarten 
Registration is now in progress for 
any child entering kindergarten at 
Schuylerville Elementary School 
in fall 2018. Children must turn five 
years old on or before Dec. 1, 2018 to 
start kindergarten in September 2018. 
If your child is eligible, here are some 
important steps to the process:
 
} Please complete the online pre-
registration form (available Jan. 19 
at schuylervilleschools.org). Final 
registration is completed in person 
March 7-9 and takes approximately 
10-15 minutes per student. Once you 
have completed the online form, 
someone from the office will contact 
you to schedule your appointment. 
Note: if you do not have access to 
a computer, an appointment can 
be made for you to come in and 
complete the required forms. Please 
contact Jenn Tompkins at 695-3255, 
ext. 1224.
} Please review the required 
document checklist (available at 
schuylervilleschools.org) and bring 
all necessary documents to your 
registration appointment. 

} Once registration is complete, 
arrangements will be made to 
schedule a screening appointment 
for either Thursday, March 22 or 
Friday, March 23. To ensure your 
child screens during this period, 
registration must be completed by 
March 14.
} A Kindergarten Parent Orientation 
night will be held on Thursday, March 
15 at 6:30 p.m. in the elementary 
school cafeteria. This program is for 
parents and guardians only. It will 
explain the screening process, talk 
about expectations for the children 
coming into kindergarten, describe 
Schuylerville’s kindergarten program, 
and answer questions.
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High School to offer 
spring SAT on campus

 

Schuylerville High School 
is offering the SAT on April 24 
beginning at 8 a.m. 

Students who are interested in 
taking the exam should sign up in 
Student Services. The cost is $48 
for the SAT without essay and $60 
for the SAT with essay. Checks can 
be made payable to Schuylerville 
Central School District. Payment 
must be received by Friday, Feb. 16.

Letters will be mailed home with 
additional information.
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